PRELUDE IN THE FIRST PERSON SINGULAR
regeneration.   To any nation the essential vitamin is
responsibility.
PRACTICAL MAN. The words are excellent words,
but I doubt if they mean much. I grant you there is
a lamentable number of unemployed in Scotland, but
apart from them our people are healthier, more
prosperous, and more reasonably happy than they
have ever been before. We have all die advantages
of partnership in what is still the greatest power in
the world, and I fail to see how you could wish for
any larger responsibility than that.
LXNZLATER. I don't. I want a smaller responsibility.
With the best will in the world I can't persuade myself
that I am responsible for the Commonwealth of
British Nations, with all its surrounding colonies,
dependencies, and mandated territories. But in a
small country like Scotland-----
PRACTICAL MAN. You would feel an exhilarating
sense of responsibility for the upkeep of the parish
pump. And do you think you would make a good
caretaker for that useful engine? It would be a
whole-time job, for if you removed English control
from our affairs we would relapse into primitive
competition, and Campbells and Macdonalds, Catho-
lics and Presbyterians, Glasgow and Edinburgh, would
all be fighting with each other for your pump-
handle.
LINKIATER. That is most unlikely. We have
outgrown these wasteful rivalries,
PRACTICAL MAN. Have you ever been to a football
match between the Glasgow Rangers and the Celtic ?
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